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life, when his constitution stood in no need of them,
he is to thank himself if he is forced to labour in
the evening of his days, when a little fatigue be-
comes a great one, and when he should have sat
down under his own vine and his own fig-tree, and
enjoyed the fruits of his former application and di-
ligence. Nor has he anybody to blame but himself
if he winds up his last bottom little bigger than
when he first began; and leaves perhaps a large
family in a manner unprovided for, and to the
mercy of a wide world, when he might have placed
every branch of it in a very easy and advantageous
situation.

Nay, a much worse case may possibly happen
than what we have stated, since diversions, innocent
in their beginning, may estrange the mind from
business, and a man may become a bankrupt, and
worse than nothing, by pursuing the one and neg-
lecting the other; and his unhappy family may be
left to the charity of better disposed Christians
than their father deserved to be esteemed, and to
be sunk down and ranked irretrievably among the
dregs of the people, who might otherwise have
borne a useful and reputable part in the common-
wealth ; and let the unhappy man who has so much
reduced them and himself, call those diversions
which led to this fatal catastrophe innocent if he
can.